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Sphinx destroyed herself. In gratitude for their deliverance,
the Thebans made Oedipus king in place of Laius, who had
mysteriously disappeared. The last part'of his destiny was
fulfilled when Oedipus married the queen Jocasta, his mother.
Because of the sins which Oedipus had unknowingly com-
mitted:, the land was cursed with a terrible plague. As king,
he did all in his power to discover the cause of the plague,
and when the oracle said that it was the murderer of Laius who
was bringing upon Thebes the wrath of the gods, Oedipus
called down curses upon the head of the plague-bringer, and
redoubled his eiforts to discover his identity. Conscious of
his own integrity of purpose, Oedipus was utterly blind to
the first hints that he was himself implicated in the curse3 and
it was this situation which was made the core of the drama
Oedipus TyrannuS) the first of a trilogy of dramas by Sophocles :
Oedipus Tyrannus, Oedipus at Colonus, and the Antigone,
At the beginning of the extract, the queen Jocasta is kneel-
ing at the altar of Apollo, beseeching him to show the people
of Thebes the cause of the disasters whicf*are befalling them.
THE OEDIPUS TYRANNUS OF SOPHOCLES
Translated by J. T. SHEPPARD
SCENE: An open place in front of the Royal Palace at
Thebes. jocasta kneels at one of the altars before the Palace
in the presence of the chorus of citizens of Thebes.   A
messenger enters from Corinth.
messenger. Can you direct me, strangers, to the house
Of Oedipus, your Master?—Better still,
Perchance you know where I may find the King?
chorus. This is the house, and he within. The Queen,
His wife and mother of his house, is here.
messenger. His wife, and blest with offspring! Happiness
Wait on her always^ and on all her hr»m^ I

